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At the current social transitional period in China, the development space of trade 
association is expanded，and its own development has made an important contribution 
to the improvement of socialist market economy and the transformation of 
government functions. Compared to the development maturity of foreign trade 
association, native trade association began to develop slowly after the reform and 
opening, so the research on theory and practice of trade association is still at the 
preliminary stage of development. This paper selected eastern developed regions 
which the market economy is relatively developed as the study object and study trade 
association from an environmental point. The factors which affect the environment of 
trade association are attributed to the domestic environment, the international 
environment and its inner environment. The development of trade association in 
eastern developed regions is constrained by the environment factors to a large extent. 
If we improve the internal and external environment, the development of trade 
association can get a better support environment. 
At present it almost has not systematic analysis for the development environment 
of native trade association. The paper studies trade association from an environmental 
point of view and it can form some theoretical and practical innovations. The paper 
first defines related concepts and summarizes the research on foreign and native trade 
association. Next it introduces the development course and status of trade association. 
Afterwards it analyzes the key environmental factors of trade association and the 
environment construction problems, then finds the causes for the environment 
construction problems. The paper holds that external environment is the key factor 
which affects the trade association in eastern developed regions, and the relationship 
between trade association and government is the most important of all the external 
environments. The external environments such as too little support and 
decentralization for trade association, behind legislation, double management system 
are leading to the independence of trade Association, and they are also the main cause 
of the difficulties which affect the development of trade association. Finally, based on 
the actual development environment of trade association in eastern developed regions, 
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    我国对行业协会的理解也因研究角度的差异而有不同的描述。例如，有人认
为行业协会是以同行业企业为主、在自愿的基础上为增进共同利益而组织起来的
                                                        
①Joseph F.Bradley, The Role of Trade Association and Professional Business Societies In America, The 
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